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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1940 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  21st  Annual  Report  on  the 
Pubhc  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  your  district. 

This  report  is  brief  and  is  according  to  instructions  received  from 
the  Mmistry  of  Health  in  their  circular  2314  dated  March  26th,  1941 
I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  WILSON, 

18  Victoria  Road,  Salisbury.  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population — Census  1931  : 16,883 
Population — Estimated  Mid.  1940 — 15,150. 

Area,  63,464  Acres 
Rateable  Value  : £119,866 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  : £490  0 0 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  as  shown  by  Rate  Books  end  of  1940  : 
3,215. 


Births,  1940.  Male 
Live  178 

stm 


/ 4 


Birth  Rate,  1940. 


Live  20.5 

Stm  0.72 


Female.  Total. 

133  311  (7  Illegitimate) 

7 11  (0  Illegitimate) 

England  and  Wales 
Live  14.6 

Still  0.55 


Birth  Rate 
England  and  Wales 
Deaths  : Males,  88. 


Average  last  10  years  18.9 
„ „ 10  „ 14.9 

Females  77.  Total,  165. 


Death  Rate  (194^!')  12.7  Average  last  10  years  9.8 

England  and  Wales  ,,  14.3  „ ,,  10  ,,  12.2 


Nmnber  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ; Males  11 
Females  12.  Total,  23. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  Live  Births)  73.9  (1940) 

England  and  Wales  55.0  ,, 

Infantile  Mortality  Average  last  10  years  42.3  ,, 

England  and  Wales  ,,  ,,  10  ,,  58.6  „ 

The  AREAL  COMPARABILITY  FACTOR  1.18.  ' 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total 


Disease. 

notified 

to  Hospital. 

deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

40  (8  Mil). 

38 

0 

Diphtheria 

24 

24 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

0 

Pneumonia 

20 

0 

3 

Erysipelas 

7 

1 

0 

Measles  ... 

111  (5  Mil). 

5 (Mil). 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

12  (10  Mil). 

12  (10  Mil). 

1 

Poliomyelitis  . . . 

1 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever.  40 

cases  were  notified  to  me  and  of  these  8 were 

nilitary,  all  except  two  were  admitted  to  Hospital  and  none  died, 
dearly  all  the  civilian  cases,  except  two  or  three  sporadic  ones,  came 
rom  Durrington,  but  they  were  spread  out  fairly  evenly  during  the 
irst  nine  months  of  the  year. 

Diphtheria.  24  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  and  all  were 
civilians  and  admitted  to  Hospital  and  none  died.  All  were  in  the  last 
half  of  the  year  except  two  in  January  which  proved  not  to,  be  the 
disease.  Actually  26  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital  but  two  were 
only  suspected  and  not  notified  and  of  the  notified  4 turned  out  not  to 
be  the  disease.  Again  18  of  the  above  cases  were  in  Durrington. 

Puerperal-Pyrexia.  Two  cases  were  notified,  both  went  to 
Hospital  and  both  recovered. 

Pneumonia.  Of  the  twenty  cases  notified  14  were  notified  by  one 
practitioner  and  four  by  another.  None  of  these  were  admitted  to 
Hospital  and  three  of  them  died  ; of  the  other  deaths  given  by  the 
registrar  General  two  were  not  notified  to  me,  two  were  internal  trans- 
fers and  the  remainder  were  of  non  notifiable  types. 

Erysipelas.  7 cases  were  notified  and  one  treated  in  Hospital  being 
transferred  from  the  Salisbury  Infirmary.  No  deaths  are  recorded. 

Measles  and  Whooping-Cough.  Of  the  111  cases  of  the  former 
and  two  of  the  latter  none  of  the  civilian  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital 
though  all  the  five  measles  and  one  whooping-cough  notified  by  the 
military  were  sent  to  Flospital  ; none  died. 

Polio-Myelitis.  One  case  was  treated  in  the  Salisbury  Infirmary 
and  an  orthopaedic  Hospital  afterwards,  but  as  it  came  from  a military 
family  I have  lost  touch  of  it. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever.  12  cases  were  notified  but  10  of  these 
were  military  and  one  of  the  two  civilians  was  in  the  child  of  a R.A.F. 
man,  it  was  this  case  which  died.  I am  not  aware  whether  any  of  the 
military  cases  died  or  not  though  none  are  included  in  the  registrar’s 
returns. 

All  the  cases  except  one  military  which  was  notified  on  April  8th 
and  one  on  June  5th  were  before  March  7th  and  only  two  cases  have 
been  notified  to  me  since  and  those  are  Military. 


Tuberculosis.  21  fresh  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  7 
deaths  registered. 

The  Notifications  were  : — 


Male  Pulm. 

1 between 

5-10 

1 between 

25-35 

1 

35-45 

1 

55-65 

Female  Pulm. 

4 „ 

20-25 

4 

25-35 

2 

35-45 

M.  Non.  „ 

1 

1-5 

1 

5-10 

1 

10-15 

1 

15-20 

F.  Non.  ,, 

2 

1-5 

1 

35-45 

ths  were 

Male  Pulm. 

1 betv/een 

20-25 

Female  ,, 

2 „ 

25-35 

2 

35-54 

Male  Non-Pulm 

1 

1-5 

Female  Non-Pulm. 

1 „ 

1-5 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Amesbury  Parish.  The  Amesbury  supply  has  caused  some 
anxiety  due  to  the  increased  consumption  in  Amesbury  and  the  R.A.F. 
station  at  Boscombe  Down.  The  yields  from  the  borhole  during  the 
summer  months  does  not  exceed  10,000  gallons  per  hour,  consequently 
the  pumps  which  together  are  capable  of  pumping  14,000  gallons  per 
hour  have  to  be  run  below  capacity.  The  sinking  of  a new  borehole 
is  under  consideration.  An  increase  in  the  size  of  the  reservoir  which 
is  only  30,000  gallons  capacity  and  less  than  one  day’s  supply  should 
also  be  considered.  ■ 

An  extension  of  the  main  to  serve  the  new  N.A.A.F.I.  warehouse 
in  London  Road  was  made  during  the  year. 

Bulford  and  Durrington  Parishes.  The  joint  scheme  for  these 
two  parishes  has  been  in  operation  since  November,  1934  and  is  very 
satisfactory. 

Shrewton  Parish.  This  scheme  which  has  been  in  operation 
since  June,  1939  is  satisfactory. 

Frequent  bacteriological  examination  of  all  three  waters  have 
been  made  and  show  them  to  be  pure  waters. 

Cholderton  Parish.  This  parish  is  supplied  by  the  Cholderton 
Water  Company.  The  works  are  situated  in  the  Andover  Rural 
District.  There  appears  to  be  an  adequate  supply  of  water  with 
storage  amounting  to  approximately  500,000  gallons. 

Tilshead  Parish.  This  supply  remains  the  same  as  in  previous 
years,  consisting  of  two  stand  pipes,  water  being  supplied  by  the  War 
Department. 

Private  supplies  exist  in  the  smaller  parishes  of  Lake  and  Durnford. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Amesbury.  The  Amesbury  sewers  and  serwage  disposal  works 
can  be  regarded  as  fairly  satisfactory,  although  as  stated  in  my  last 
report  the  disposal  works  are  dealing  wihi  a considerably  increased  flow. 


The  works  when  designed  dealt  with  a pulation  of  1,800  and  were 
built  to  deal  with  an  ultimate  population  of  2,500.  This  figure  is 
now  exceeded  by  1,000,  it  is  therefore  obvious  that  the  works  are 
overloaded  and  a report  on  these  lines  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Laidman 
and  the  matter  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  consulting  engineers,  Messrs. 
Lemon  and  Blizard. 

Durrington  and  Bulford.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  proceed 
with  a sewerage  scheme  for  these  parishes  and  the  unsatisfactory 
conditions  in  these  parishes  remain.  It  is  however  hoped  to  utilize 
the  works  completed  at  Ratfyn  by  the  War  Department  as  soon  as 
conditions  permit. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  erection  of  the  refuse  incinerator  was  completed  by  the  New 
Destructor  Company  Limited  in  February  and  the  plant  put  into 
operation  at  the  end  of  that  month.  The  plant  is  proving  very  satis- 
factory. Mr,  Laidman  reported  on  the  condition  of  the  Bedford 
Refuse  Collecting  Vehicle  and  the  advisability  of  purchasing  a new 
one.  As  a result  tenders  were  invited  and  the  tender  of  Messrs. 
Dennis  Bros.  Ltd.  for  a new  10  cubic  yard  vehicle  accepted  at  /^610. 

Collection  of  night  soil  is  still  carried  out  once  weekly  in  the  parishes 
of  Bulford  and  Durrington. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
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Nuisances  ... 

72 

17 

13 

1 

11 

1 

2 

Slaughter- 
houses ... 

310 

_ 



Knackers’ 

Yards  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Places  where  1 
food  is  pre-  ^ 
pared  ...j 
Cowsheds  ...1 

1 16 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Dairies  and 
Milkstores  ^ 
Tents,  Vans, 

Ul7 

8 

8 

G 

1 

Sheds,  etc. 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

Butcher’s 

21 

3 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Shops 

38 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

579 

29 

24 

1 

20 

1 

4 

MILK  SUPPLY. 


The  number  of  wholesale  producers  of  milk  in  the  District  registered 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  69,  of  this  number  22  persons  hold  licences 
to  produce  accredited  milk  and  4 persons  hold  licences  to  produce 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  all  cowsheds  and  dairies  in 
the  District  and  many  defects  have  been  remedied  as  a result  of  in- 
formal action  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Milk  and  Dailies,  etc. 

Number  of  Wholesale  Producers  registered  (1940)  ..,  ...  69 

,,  Retail  Purveyors  registered  (1940)  ...  ...  38 

,,  Certificates  issued  (Producers)  during  1940  ...  0 

,,  Certificates  issued  (Retailers)  during  1940  ...  0 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  is  now  devoted  to  this  work.  All 
slaughtering  takes  place  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Depot  at  Amesbury 
and  in  order  to  co-operate  with  the  Ministry’s  scheme  a large  amount 
of  evening  work  has  to  be  undertaken. 

In  addition  to  a large  amount  of  organs  29  whole  carcases  were  con" 
demned  as  unfit  for  food.  In  every  case  the  reason  for  condemnation 
(of  the  carcases)  w'as  Tubercolosis. 

Some  of  the  animals  consigned  to  the  slaughterhouse  are  of  very  low 
quality  and  much  below  the  standard  of  meat  in  distribution  in  your 
area  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war. 

The  following  carcases  were  inspected  : — 

Beef  Calves  Pigs  Sheep 

650  169  577  3437 

HOUSING. 

115  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  8 were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  habitation,  in  addition  18  were  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
fit  for  habitation. 

14  were  rendered  fit  after  informal  action. 

No  demolition  orders  were  made. 

Overcrowding.  No  survey  of  overcrowding  has  been  made  during 
the  year.  Cases  have  been  reported  and  dealt  with  as  far  as  is  possible. 
The  prevention  and  abatement  of  overcrowding  is  extremely  difficult 
under  war  time  conditions.  Some  small  relief  has  been  given  by  the 
granting  of  temporaty'  permission  to  occupy  certain  houses  on  which 
Demolition  Orders  had  been  made. 


TOTAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

All  Causes 

86 

77 

Appendicitis 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Other  digest,  diseases 

2 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

1 

Nephritis  . . 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerp.  and  postabort,  sepsis 

Whooping  Cough 

Other  maternal  causes 

Diphtheria 

Premature  birth  . . 

3 

Tuberc.  of  Respir.  syst.  . . 

1 

4 

Cong.  malf.  birth  ini.  Inf.  dis.  4 

Other  form  of  Tuberc. 

1 

1 

Suicide 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Road  Traffic  Act  . . 

3 

Influenza  . . 

4 

3 

Other  violent  causes 

2 

Measles 

All  other  causes 

13 

Ac.  Polio-myelitis  and  Enceph. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 

year— 

Ac.  Inf.  Enceph.  . . 

Total  . . 

11 

Cancer  of  b.  cav ; and 

Legitimate 

11 

oesoph  (M.) 

Illegitimate  . . 

uterus  (F) 

1 

1 

Live  Births 

Cancer  of  stomach  and 

For  Birth-rate 

duodenum 

2 

2 

Total  . . 

178 

Cancer  of  breast 

3 

Legitimate 

173 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . . 

4 

5 

Illegitimate  . . 

5 

Diabetes  . . 

1 

2 

For  Inf.  Mort.-rate 

Intra.  cran.  vase,  lesions 

2 

6 

Total  . . 

177 

Heart  disease 

26 

21 

Legitimate 

172 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  syst.  . . 

Illegitimate  . . 

5 

Bronchitis 

1 

4 

Stillbirths 

Pneumonia 

4 

5 

Total  . . 

4 

Other  Resp.  diseases 

3 

1 

Legitimate 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum  2 

Illegitimate  . . 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

2 

1 

Population  . . ' . . 

15, 

F. 

2 

4 

2 

4 

7 

12 

11 

1 

133 

131 

2 

135 

133 

2 

7 

7 

,150 


